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Civil War. He has also to see to the making and revising of
Treaties; for this he has legal advisers, and one of the Depart-
ments of the Foreign Office studies international law. The old
idea of Foreign Policy was that the State should decide what it
wanted for itself, and, by treaties and alliances, try to gain its
object. The newer idea is that the purpose of Foreign Policy
is to maintain peace, and that to do this it will be necessary to
consider the wishes of other nations besides one's own. Since
the War an attempt has been made to express the new idea in
the League of Nations. The two ideas have struggled together
in the world and in the foreign policies of this country, and the
problem of adapting Civil Servants to new ideas has been particu-
larly important in the Foreign Office.
There used to be a tradition of "continuity" in foreign policy—
i.e., a belief that it should not be changed when Government
shifted fron* one party to another. It was regarded as a skilled
mystery which could not be thrown open to popular discussion.
To-day, however, the conflict of ideas described above makes
"continuity** difficult; nor is it possible to keep foreign policy
out of political argument. The people are brought nearer to
foreigners by newspapers, wireless, education and travel; they
pay for armaments and will be required to fight in wars; foreign
policy can therefore excite popular interest as readily as Unemploy-
ment Assistance or anything which touches the most intimate
details of life. This growth of interest has been helped by the
publicity given to the League of Nations. The special task of
looking after League of Nations Affairs is given to one of the two
Parliamentary Under-Secretaries of State for Foreign Affairs,
and sometimes a separate Minister is appointed.
Peace, war, and treaty-making are parts of the Royal Pre-
rogative, so that the connection of the Foreign Office with the
King is closer than that of other Departments. All dispatches
of any importance, sent out by the Foreign Office, are shown to
the King, and the Foreign Secretary will have to consider what
effect the personal acts of the King may have on foreign opinion;

